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Brian Carroll

By Brian Carroll, Director 

Linn County Parks and Recreation Department

Welcome to Linn County! 

On behalf of the Linn County Parks Commission and all of 

the Parks Department staff, I would like to thank you for visiting 

and we hope that you enjoy your stay.

While you are here, we hope you take advantage of the 

many events, activities and beautiful places that Linn County 

has to offer. Every year there seems to be more and more 

family-friendly activities to engage in between Memorial Day 

and the end of September, ranging from Brownsville’s Carriage 

Me Back historical celebration to the Lebanon Strawberry Fes-

tival, to the Oregon Jamboree in Sweet Home and Albany’s 

Willamette River Festival. 

 If you are planning on camping or having a group function 

at any of Linn County’s parks during this busy time, we strongly 

suggest that you make your reservations as soon as possible 

because dates are filling up quickly. 

In the Willamette National Forest east of Sweet Home, 

the  Longbow, Trout Creek, Yukwah, House Rock, Fernview 

and Lost Prairie Campgrounds allow Linn County to offer visi-

tors a full spectrum of camping recreation experiences from 

Foster Reservoir all the way to Clear Lake Resort, high in the 

Cascades.  

Those parks provide visitors with a wonderful opportu-

nity to access and camp close to some of the most beautiful 

backcountry areas in the Oregon Cascades. Reservations for 

Trout Creek, House Rock, Longbow, Fernview and Lost Prairie 

campgrounds can be made by calling 877-444-6777 or by visit-

ing  www.recreation.gov.

We’ve made some additions and improvements to our 

parks in the last year that you might like to be aware of, includ-

ing the following: 

Edgewater RV Park and Marina – This is a nice addition 

to the county park system. It was an unexpected opportunity 

to purchase Edgewater earlier this year.  The park and marina, 

both built during the past five years, became available and if 

someone else had been interested, the county would have 

stepped aside and let them take it. 

But we believe Edgewater, the only full-service RV park 

and marina on Foster Lake, is a valuable recreation and tour-

ism asset to Linn County. We want to make sure it stays open.

Depending on demand and need, we would like to ex-

pand the marina beyond the current 40 slips if there’s demand 

to do so. This park is more developed than our other facilities. 

If you are looking for a lot of amenities, Edgewater has them:  

water, electric, sewer, TV, wi-fi. Also, being closer to town and 

with the tie to the marina, there is convenience of getting to 

places to eat and shop and getting to your boat. You’re right 

out on the body of the lake.  You can get up in the morning, 

walk over to the marina and go right out onto the lake instead 

of being up on one of the side arms where you have to go 

through a no-wake zone or weave your way through traffic. 

River Bend Campground – We’ve added a third cabin 

at Riverbend and we’ve also constructed a staircase that pro-

vides access to the South Santiam River from the west end of 

the campground. Now people in the west campground loops 

and cabin area will have an access point to the river off the 

main loop trail. 

Clear Lake – We’ve remodeled the duplex structure, Cab-

ins 17 and 18, which is one of the modern structures there at the 

resort.  The cabins have new exterior siding, better insulation, 

sheetrock instead of paneling and bathrooms with new tile. It’s 

a general upgrade and the cabins look great. 

Quartzville and Green Peter – We are certainly con-

cerned about the loss of dispersed camping up along Quartz-

ville Drive. Closing the area to dispersed camping was a dif-

ficult decision for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, but we are 

working with the Corps to develop camping facilities as soon 

as possible to offer an alternative.  We recognize that the road-

side camping is an experience we can’t necessarily replace, 

but we’ll do our best to make sure an alternative is available. 

We’re doing engineering and a survey to expand Whit-

comb Creek Campground and build a group camp area along 

Trout Creek, off Quartzville Road. We’re not sure we’ll be able 

to have it open by next year, but we do have a grant from 

the Oregon state Parks and Recreation Department to do that 

planning for those campgrounds. 

Visitors to the area will also see some improvements along 

Quartzville Road. County Engineer Chuck Knoll has procured 

a $7.8 million federal grant for the county Road Department 

to improve Quartzville Road and Whitcomb Creek Bridge. The 

money. from the Western Federal Lands Highway Division. will 

pay for new paint and sealant for the Whitcomb Creek Bridge; 

Welcome to 

Linn County!

n See Welcome, page 21Front cover photo of Clear Lake courtesy of Gene Blick
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New Operations supervisor loves his parks
Kevin Hamilton wasn’t really planning to wear the hat he 

has on now – but it was the opportunity of a lifetime, he says.

Hamilton is Linn County Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment’s new operations supervisor, responsible for the day-

to-day operation and maintenance of the widely varied recre-

ational facilities owned and operated by the county. 

“It’s such a dynamic position,” said Hamilton, 44. “Linn 

County Parks is such a dynamic operation, so diverse. We have 

full-service campgrounds like Sunnyside and Waterloo, and 

then we have McDowell Creek with the waterfalls – I’ve been 

going there for years as a user. Further out, we have parks 

providing access to the rivers. It’s just a diversity of activities.”

Hamilton is responsible for eight of the department’s 

11-person staff and also supervises many of the 30-plus sea-

sonal summer employees who help maintain the parks and 

staff the entry kiosks. 

He replaced Richard Frick, who retired late last year after 

27 years with the county. 

Hamilton is almost a native Oregonian, moving here from 

Virginia when he was a year old. 

“My mom had fallen in love with Sunriver and I lived there 

until I was about 7,” he said. He grew up in various Northwest 

communities, joining the Navy after graduating from high 

school in Washington. He served as a machinist’s mate second 

class on a fast-attack submarine. 

In the early 1990s Hamilton attended Oregon State Univer-

sity, then earned a civil engineering technician’s certificate from 

Linn-Benton Community College and finished a CET degree at 

Chemeketa Community College.  He got a job with the Linn 

County Road Department as an engineering tech, eventually 

managing the county’s pavement overlay (repaving) program. 

“I understand asphalt,” Hamilton said. 

He worked on the construction of River Bend Campground 

in 2006. 

Kevin Hamilton

n See Supervisor, page 4
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Linn County Parks and 
Recreation Sites and 
what they have to offer

* Clear Lake includes cabin rentals, boat rentals and a store. The lake is open to non-motorized craft only.
+ Group camping only. Reservations required.

Clear Lake Resort – 7 

County Day-Use Areas – 32

County Parks Map – 11 

Edgewater Resort/Marina  – 20

Hiking in Linn County – 14 

John Neal County Park – 22

Linn County: Things to Do – 26

Outdoors Learning with USFS – 24

River Bend County Park – 10

2014 Linn County Parks and Recreation Guide
Sunnyside Campgorund – 8

U.S. Forest Service Campgrounds – 5

Waterloo Campground – 19 

Whitcomb Creek Park – 16

John Neal Memorial Park              3           3                       3           3           3                      3          3                        3                         3          
Whitcomb Creek County Park                           3           3                       3           3          3                     3          3                              3           3          3
Sunnyside County Park                                3          3        3        3         3                  3        3         3        3         3         3         3        3 
Waterloo County Park                                  3          3          3         3                         3                      3           3          3           3           3          3
River Bend County Park                                         3          3          3            3         3                      3            3         3           3            3         3
Clear Lake Resort*                           3          3                       3                         3                      3           3                        3                        3
Edgewater RV Resort and Marina              3            3        3                                     3          3           3          3           3            3          3          3 
Roaring River County Park                                                       3                         3                     3            3                                                   3
McDowell Creek Falls County Park                                                               3                     3            3  
Lewis Creek County Park                                                          3                         3         3         3            3                                      3          3            3
Gedney Creek County Boat Ramp               3                                    3                                                               3                                                                  3                                            
Calkins Boat Ramp           3                                    3                                                               3                                         3
Thistle Creek Boat Ramp                              3                                   3                                                               3                                                   3   
McCartney County Park                               3                                    3                                                               3
Peoria County Park                                       3                                    3                                                   3         3                                                     3
Freeway Lakes County Park                        3                                    3                                                   3          3
Buell Miller Boat Ramp                                3                                    3                                                                3
Stayton Bridge Boat Ramp                           3                                    3                                                               3                         
Lyons-Mehama Boat Ramp                          3                                    3                                                                3
Larwood Covered Bridge Park                                                  3                         3                       3         3                                        3
McKercher County Park                                                            3                         3                       3         3                                        3
Crawfordsville Covered Bridge Wayside                                  3                                                   3

McClun County Wayside                                                            3                                                   3

Fernview Campground       3                      3             3         3                       3         3               
House Rock Campground       3                      3                         3                       3         3                                        3          3
Longbow Organization Campground+                  3                      3             3         3                      3                                        3          3
Lost Prairie Campground                                        3                                     3          3                       3         3                3     

Trout Creek Campground                                       3                      3                         3                        3         3                3

Yukwah Campground       3                      3                         3                        3         3                3

He left the county in 2007 to work for the city of Albany, 

which, he said, “enticed” him away. He eventually wound up as 

construction management supervisor for the city. 

Last July, after the graduation of their youngest son from 

high school, Hamilton and his wife Vickie decided to take a 

“mid-life break while we were young and healthy.” Soon after, 

he discovered that Frick was planning to retire.

“I was very familiar with the parks as a customer,” said 

Hamilton, who enjoys hiking, camping and other such activi-

ties.  “I love the outdoors.”

Supervisor, from page 3
“I saw (parks operations supervisor) as a fantastic, once-in-

a-lifetime opportunity. I was very found of Linn County Parks. I 

couldn’t allow the opportunity to pass without applying for it.”

Hamilton said his love of the outdoors, along with his previ-

ous employment experience, have helped him fit into the posi-

tion. 

“Years ago I got my boating license, and we have float-

ing restrooms on Green Peter and the ski dock on Foster, and 

booms for tying up boats. I’ve done lots of metal work and I’ve 

always been a handyman mechanic. I like to tinker on mechani-

cal equipment and we have a fleet of vehicles – tractors, mow-

ers, engines. 

“It’s nice to be involved in that.”
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Linn County Parks and Recreation Department manages 

six U.S. Forest Service campgrounds between Cascadia and 

Santiam Pass, along Highway 20 and the South Santiam River. 

Of the six, Longbow Organization, Trout Creek, House 

Rock, Fernview and  Lost Prairie campgrounds accept reser-

vations. To make reservations call 1-877-444-6777 or visit www.

recreation.gov. Yukwah sites cannot be reserved. For more 

information call Linn County Parks at (541) 967-3917 or Sweet 

Home Ranger District at (541) 367-5168.

Though fishing is allowed and possible at most of these 

campgrounds, fishing on the South Santiam above Foster is 

catch-and-release, using artificial flies and lures only. Fishing 

season is Memorial Day weekend to the end of October.

Fernview Campground

Located 23 miles east of Sweet Home on Highway 20, 

next to the South Santiam River at 1,400-foot elevation, Fern-

view has 11 sites, nine of which are suitable for RVs 22 feet or 

less in length and two tent-only sites. Group camping reserva-

tions are available. It has a vault toilet.

Access to the river at Fernview may be difficult for seniors 

and young children. Rooster Rock trailhead is across Highway 

20 and accesses the Menagerie Wilderness.

The 2.1-mile Rooster Rock trail has a trailhead across the 

road from the campground. Rooster Rock, a stone pinnacle in 

the Menagerie Wilderness, is a favorite sport climbing destina-

tion. For less challenging hiking, the Old Santiam Wagon Road 

runs through the campground. 

House Rock Campground

Located 26 miles east of Sweet Home off Latiwi Creek 

Road (Forest Road 2044) at the confluence of Sheep Creek 

and the South Santiam River in an old-growth grove, House 

Rock has 17 sites with tables and fire rings. Twelve sites can 

accommodate RVs up to 22 feet – no more because of limited 

turnaround space – and five tent-only sites. Individual camp-

sites may be reserved. It also offers four picnic sites in a free 

day-use area with barbecues. 

Hand-pumped water and vault toilets are provided. 

n See USFS Campgrounds, page 12

The House Rock trail starts in the day-use area and offers 

an eight-tenths mile loop along the river.  The trail uses a por-

tion of the historic Old Santiam Wagon Road and brings hikers 

to the base of House Rock Falls. Below the falls is the huge 

boulder that forms a cave-like overhang. 

USFS campgrounds take visitors deep into woods

House Rock campground, located at the confluence of 
Sheep Creek and the South Santiam River, is one of the 
parks that allows campers to get close to nature. 
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Clear Lake

Resort

n To make reservations or for more information on specials, 
visit www.linnparks.com or call (541) 967-3917.

Clear Lake Resort is a seven-acre cabin facility 

on the banks of a springfed mountain lake. The resort 

includes 16 cabins (both modern and rustic), a restau-

rant and lodge, shower house, a boat launch facility for 

non-motorized craft, rowboats for rent, and 240 feet 

of dock. 

The lake, believed to have been created by vol-

canic activity, is extremely clear and feeds into the 

McKenzie River. Motorized craft are not allowed on 

the lake.

Clear Lake is located on Highway 126, three miles 

south of the junction with Highway 20. Follow the signs 

to the lodge.  The resort is open year round. 

n Overnight rates (bedding not supplied)
    Single rustic cabin  (1 double bed)               $64
    Double rustic cabin (2 double beds)               $69
    Double/double rustic cabin (4 double beds)       $81
    Double modern cabin (running water, inside 
    bathrooms w/shower, refrigerator and
    propane cook stove) (2 double beds)               $99
    Modern Barrier-Free Cabin (3 double beds)   $117
    Tent non-hookup sites (4 rustic sites)               $18
    Boat Rentals      Daily    $30
      Hourly               $15
      (Includes life jackets, anchor)            
    Boat Launch Fee                  $5

Photo courtesy of Gene Blick

Photo courtesy of Gene Blick
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Located on the edge of Foster Res-

ervoir, just east of Sweet Home and three 

miles off Hwy. 20 on Quartzville Road, 

Sunnyside is a paradise for anyone who 

loves water sports. Camping, water ski-

ing, fishing and jet skiing are just a few 

of the activities that make this 98-acre 

park one of the most popular in the Willa-

mette Valley. The campground offers 132 

campsites with electrical and water hook-

ups, as well as 33 sites without hookups. 

Showers, picnic areas and a dump sta-

tion are also available to campers. Group 

reservations are accepted for camping 

and day use. The campground opens for 

Spring Break in late March and closes in 

early November. Day use facilities, open 

year round, include a playground, volley-

ball court, boat ramp, picnic shelter and 

group picnic area.

Sunnyside 

Campground

Sunnyside County Park, located next to Foster Lake, is a great place to camp 
and spend time on the water.
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n For group and single-site reservations call (541) 967-3917, 
from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., weekdays only, at least four days prior 
to your intended reservation date.  Single-site reservations 
may be made on-line at www.linnparks.com

n Sunnyside Campground
The campground is open from March to November and 

offers electrical/water hookups, a dump station and restroom/
shower facilities. There are 165 campsites available; 132 have 
hookups, including two ADA-accessible sites. An additional 
27 sites are available for group camping reservations.
Fees     Regular  Seniors
    With hookups     $28  $21
    Non-hookups     $24  $19
    Extra vehicle     $7  $7
    Reservation fee             $12/site $12/site
    Reservation Change Fee             $5
    Moorage/night     $7  $7
    Group reservation fee    $50/group in B-row. 
    Group B-Row: Three sections of nine sites
    each, $208 per night per section
    (Reservations in A-row and B-row only.)
Fees may be subject to change.

n Sunnyside Day Use Areas
Day use facilities are open year round and include a boat 
ramp, a playground, picnic areas, and a reservable shelter 
and picnic ring with kitchenette.
Weekend fees to reserve shelter or ring:   
        Small Picnic Shelter                        $100
        Picnic Ring                                  $100
        Shelter and Ring                          $175
        Security deposit (refundable)          $100
Discounts available for weekday (Monday through Thurs-
day) and group uses.

For reservations call (541) 967-3917, from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., 
weekdays only.

Sunnyside’s boat ramp, above, offers great access to Fos-
ter Lake. Below, fishing at one of the Sunnyside Camp-
ground ponds – a great way to spend a summer day.
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River Bend is located on the pristine waters of the upper 

South Santiam River at the foot of the Cascade Mountains.  

The park is perfectly tucked into a large bend in the river that 

surrounds the park on two sides with approximately half a mile 

of river frontage.  

The park was designed to achieve a mixture of traditional 

outdoor recreational activities that would be highly accessible, 

within a natural forest setting.  

The park includes natural areas, trails, river access, group 

use, day-use and camping facilities. The campground cur-

rently offers 73 campsites with water and electrical hookups, 

13 on a first-come, first-served basis, and 10 campsites without 

hookups. Restroom and shower facilities are also available at 

the  park. Three cabins are also available. 

 n  For reser-
vations call 
(541) 967-
3917, from 
9 a.m.- 4 
p.m., week-
days only, 
at least four 
days prior 
t o  y o u r 
i n t ended 
reservation 
date. Res-
e rva t ions 
may  a l so 
be  made 
a t  www.
linnparks.
com.

n Day Use Fees
Large shelter                       $125
Enclosed shelter (includes fireplace)       $125
Security deposit (refundable)          $100

Discounts available for weekday (Monday through Thursday) 
and group uses.

n Fees              Regular     Seniors
Reservation                           $12       $12
Reserve Change Fee              $5             $5 
Sites w/ power, water            $28            $21
Sites w/o power, water           $24       $19
Cabin     $65       $65
Extra vehicle                      $7         $7

      Fees may be subject to change.

n Directions to River Bend
The park is located approximately six miles east of  Sweet 

H o m e  o n 
Highway 20.

River Bend

Campground
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Longbow Organization Campground

Longbow is 22 miles east of Sweet Home, off Highway 

20. Turn on Gordon Road (Forest Road 2032) about 18 miles 

east of town and travel three miles until you reach the camp. 

Look for the green gate.

Located along the South Santiam River, Longbow is a 

group site that includes a covered cooking area, covered 

dining hall with fireplace and seating for 40. Six three-sided 

alpine shelters with fireplaces, all on the river, are capable of 

sleeping 48. Tents are not allowed and the site is not suitable 

for RV’s. 

An amphitheater that seats 75 is located near a volleyball 

court. The campground has one vault toilet and a hand pump 

for water. Limited parking will accommodate 10 to 12 vehicles. 

Lost Prairie Campground

Lost Prairie is located 37 miles east of Sweet Home on 

Highway 20, along Hackleman Creek amidst Douglas and 

other firs and spruce trees at about 3,300-foot elevation. It 

has 10 sites, of which two are suitable for RV’s no longer than 

24 feet. The others are tent-only. Group camping reservations 

are available. It offers hand-pumped water and vault toilets. 

Cone Peak Trail, Iron Mountain Trail and Hackleman Old-

Growth grove are all nearby.  Lost Prairie is easily accessible; 

the Old Santiam Wagon Road runs past the grounds.

Trout Creek Campground

Located 19 miles east of Sweet Home at an elevation of 

1,200 feet, Trout Creek offers 23 sites on the South Santiam 

River, of which eight are suitable for RVs up to 32 feet and 11 

suitable for RVs up to 24 feet. Four are more suitable for tents. 

Individual campsites may be reserved. 

Hand-pumped water and vault toilets are available and 

there is a free day-use area.

Swimming in the river is allowed. Trout Creek is close to 

the Menagerie Wilderness, including Rooster Rock, Walton 

Ranch Interpretive Trail, viewing platforms and wildlife inter-

pretive signs (barrier-free access).  Also nearby are Old San-

tiam Wagon Road and Gordon Lakes trails.  

USFS Campgrounds, from page 5

Bursting from between steeply forested hillsides, the 
South Santiam River rushes by Longbow Campground. 

Yukwah Campground

Located slightly more than 19 miles east of Sweet Home, 

just east of Trout Creek, in a Douglas fir forest on the South 

Santiam River at 1,250-foot elevation, Yukwah offers 19 camp-

sites, all suitable for RVs up to 32 feet, including one that is a 

double site. An ADA-accessible nature trail winds through the 

campground and a viewing platform on the river also offers 

ADA access. Look for reservations at Yukwah in 2015!

Hand-pumped water and vault toilets are available. 
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Sweet Home Ranger District maintains more than 30 trails 

of varying difficulties and lengths.  Following is a very small 

sampling.  A complete list and maps are available at the Sweet 

Home Ranger District Headquarters at 4331 Hwy 20.  Distanc-

es to trailheads are from the ranger station.  You can contact 

the station at (541) 367-5168.

Lower Santiam Area

This group of lower elevation trails is located in the low-

er South Santiam drainage of Sweet Home Ranger District. 

These trails can usually be accessed year round.

Trout Creek Trail – Menagerie Wilderness

Length: 2.8 miles.  Difficulty: Moderate. Elevation: 1,300–

3,567 feet. This enjoyable, smoothly graded trail takes you 

through a 100-year-old fire-generated forest on a south-facing 

slope. One-half mile from the top, the trail joins Rooster Rock 

Trail, and continues to the base of Rooster Rock. The south 

aspect makes this trail a pleasant hike in the winter and spring.

From Sweet Home, travel east on Highway 20 for 19.8 

miles (MP 48.8). Trailhead is on the left and across the highway 

from the entrance to Trout Creek Campground.

House Rock Trail

Length: 0.7 mile.  Difficulty: Easy. Elevation: 1,680–2,000 

feet. The routines of daily life seem to melt away as you walk 

through this peaceful old-growth Douglas fir and hemlock for-

est. Part of the trail follows the Old Santiam Wagon Road, an 

historic travel route through the Cascades. House Rock Falls, 

40 feet high, is at the trail’s end, and is a spectacular sight in 

the spring. On your way to the falls you will also discover a 

huge overhanging boulder that once sheltered pioneers from 

winter storms. 

From Sweet Home, travel east on Highway 20 for 25.3 

miles, (MP 54.3) then turn right on Forest Road 2044 (Latiwi 

Creek). Continue 0.5 mile and turn right at House Rock Camp-

ground entrance road. Park in the area just before the bridge 

over Sheep Creek.

Santiam Wagon Road

A variety of settings can be experienced on Santiam 

Wagon Road, depending on the segment selected for travel. 

This trail/road is being developed in some areas for multiple n See Trails, page 15

users, including hikers, horse riders, mountain bikers, and 

drivers of vintage vehicles or wagons (by permit only). The 

Santiam Wagon Road, which in various forms runs from Leb-

anon to the SIsters area, parallels and crosses Highway 20 

frequently, so there are many access opportunities, including 

most of the USFS campgrounds bordering the South Santiam 

River, such as House Rock and Lost Prairie (see pages 5, 12). 

For a more detailed brochure visit http://www.fs.usda.gov/In-

ternet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5324557.pdf or stop by 

the Sweet Home Ranger District office at 4431 Highway 20 in 

Sweet Home. 

Middle Santiam Trails

This group of trails provides access to Middle Santiam 

Wilderness. Recently built trails link these trails to the Old Cas-

cade Crest Trail System to the east.

Swamp Peak Trail

Length: 5.4 miles.   Difficulty: Moderate. Elevation: 3,500–

4,800 feet. At this trailhead you have two options. By heading 

west you skirt the talus slopes of Knob Rock before entering 

Trails abound throughout Sweet Home Ranger District

Santiam Wagon Road is easily accessible and can take 
hikers far into the Cascades, all the way to Fish Lake.
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Trails, from page 14

n See Trails, page 18

Middle Santiam Wilderness. This 3.2-mile route exposes you 

to a rich old-growth forest community before connecting with 

Chimney Peak Trail. By traveling east you scramble 2.2 miles 

up and over Swamp Peak before intersecting with Gordon 

Peak Trail. 

Ambitious hikers may want to make a 15.8 mile round trip 

using the Swamp Peak, Gordon Peak, and Chimney Peak 

trail loop. From Sweet Home, travel east on Highway 20 for 4 

miles (MP 33) and turn left on Forest Road 11 (Quartzville Road).

Travel approximately 40 miles turn right on Forest Road 1152. 

Travel 5 miles to spur road 640 and turn right. Continue on 

640 for 0.4 miles to trailhead on right.

Tombstone Pass Trails

These trails highlight the special geology and plant com-

munities of the Old Cascades and access major peaks and 

ridges around the Tombstone Pass area.

Iron Mountain Trail

Length: 1.7 miles. Difficulty: Difficult. Elevation: 4,000–

5,455 feet. Set aside for its botanical interest, Iron Mountain 

provides habitat for more than 300 species of flowering plants, 

which share their beauty throughout the summer season. You 

will pass through several meadows interspersed with alpine 

trees before reaching the bare volcanic rock at the top. 

A fire lookout is located on top. An interpretive brochure 

is available at the trailhead.

From Sweet Home, travel east on Highway 20 for 34 miles 

(MP 63.1) to Forest Road 15 and turn right. The parking area is 

0.5 mile to your right. 

A second access point is located at the end of Forest 

Road 2000-035. At about 32 miles (MP 62.1) east of Sweet 

Home, on Highway 20, turn left on 035 then travel 2.6 miles to 

the trailhead. A restroom is located at this trailhead. 

Hackleman Old-Growth Trail

Length: 0.8 mile loop. Difficulty: Easy. Elevation: 3,500 feet.

Two short loop trails take you through a classic old-growth 

stand of Douglas fir, western red cedar, and mountain hem-

lock. You may feel dwarfed by some trees – several are more 

than 500 years old, and have survived floods, fire, and wind. 

One loop winds along Hackleman Creek, home to the 

Hackleman trout, a subspecies of cutthroat. The other loop 

continues along a segment of the Old Santiam Wagon Road 

and is designed for people with disabilities. 

Wheelchair access is considered difficult due to grade. 

An interpretive brochure, available at the trailhead, challenges 

you to think about the complexity of old-growth forests.

From Sweet Home, travel east on Highway 20 for 37 miles 

(MP 66.0). Parking and trailhead are on the right.

Old Cascade Crest Trails

The Old Cascade Crest Trail System is a network of linked 

trails providing access to the peaks of the Old Cascades. 
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The 328-acre Whitcomb Creek County Park is located on 

the forested shores of Green Peter Reservoir east of Sweet 

Home. Travel about 15 miles up Quartzville Road to enjoy the 

spectacular canyon views, sailing, fishing and water skiing.

n Whitcomb Creek Campground
The campground is open from mid-April through mid-October 

water is available in the park, but there are no RV hookups. A 
camp host is usually on site from Memorial Day through Labor 
Day weekend.
n Fees      Regular      Seniors
        Campsites           $22          $18
       Reservation             $12         $12
       Reserve Change Fee       $5                      $5 
       Group camping        $200
       Group Reservation fee         $50
Fees may be subject to change.

Whitcomb Creek

n Whitcomb Creek Day Use
Day use facilities include a boat ramp, hiking trails, picnic and 

swimming areas.
n To make reservations

Call (541) 967-3917, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., weekdays only, 
at least four days prior to your intended reservation date. 
Reservations can also be made on-line any time at www.
linnparks.com.
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Logger’s
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Notable peaks of the Old Cascades are Crescent Mountain, 

Three Pyramids, Trappers Butte, and Scar Mountain.

Scar Basin Area Trails

These short day hikes to high elevation lakes give an-

glers and campers the chance to experience the solitude of 

a forest setting. No potable water is available at any of these 

lakes.

Daly Lake Trail

Length: 1 mile  Difficulty: Easy. Elevation: 3,400–3,600 feet.

This trail provides easy access to and around a lake. The 

lake is stocked with catchable brook trout. A mature true fir 

forest surrounds the lake.

From Sweet Home, travel east on Highway 20 for 45 

miles (MP 74.8) to Highway 22. Turn left and continue 7.5 miles 

to Forest Road 2266 (Parish Lake Road) and turn left. Continue 

on Forest Road 2266 for 4.8 miles to spur 450. Turn right and 

travel 0.5 mile to the trailhead. A toilet is available at this trail-

head.

Tidbits Mountain/Bear Pass Trails

These mid-elevation trails provide access to peaks along 

Sweet Home Ranger District’s southern boundary.

For much more information on hiking opportunities in 
Linn County, visit TrailstoLinn.com and go to the Hiking 
page under “Outdoors and Recreation.”

Trails, from page 15

Hiking Iron Mountain
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Five miles east of Lebanon off Hwy. 20, the town of Wa-

terloo is host to this 128-acre park located on the banks of 

the South Santiam River. From I-5, take the Hwy. 20 exit east 

through Lebanon, five miles to Waterloo Road, then turn right 

on Gross Street. 

The campground is open year round, offering electrical/

water hookups, a dump station, shower facilities and a picnic 

shelter. Of the 120 campsites available, 100 have power and 

water hookups, including four ADA accessible sites.

This pleasant park provides families with a great opportu-

nity to fish, hike, swim and relax within its shady confines.

n Day Use Fees
Large shelter                              $125
Regular  shelter                          $100
Picnic Ring                                 $75

      Security deposit (refundable)      $100
Discounts available for weekday (Monday through Thurs-
day) and group uses.
Fees may be subject to change.

n To make reservations
Call (541) 967-3917, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., weekdays only, 

at least four days prior to your intended reservation date. 
Reservations can also be made on-line any time at www.
linnparks.com.

n General Reservation Policies
All reservation and camping fees and deposits are due 

at the time the reservation is made. We accept cash or Visa 
and Mastercard credit/debit cards.

n Overnight Fees              Regular   Seniors
Reservation              $12     $12
Reserve Change Fee   $5            $5 
Sites w/power, water            $28           $21
Sites w/o power, water         $24     $19
Extra vehicle               $7      $7

Waterloo

Campground

Waterloo Campground A-Loop (Reservable)
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Edgewater RV Park and Marina is a full-service facility on 

the west shore of Foster Lake.  The RV park has 49 spaces 

and the marina has 40 slips, with direct access to the lake. If 

you’re looking for amenities, this facility has them: water, elec-

tric, sewer, TV, wi-fi and a small office/store to meet immediate 

needs. Also, with a location on the edge of town, it’s easy 

to get to shopping and other services, while being directly 

across the street from the lake and the marina. 

n  For reservations call (541) 967-3917, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., weekdays only, 
at least four days prior to your intended reservation date. Reservations 
may also be made on-line at www.linnparks.com.

n Peak Season Rates – May 1 through Sept. 30 
       30 Amp   $39 daily
       50 Amp    $44 daily        

Edgewater RV 

Resort/Marina
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n Edgewater Marina Rates 
May 1 through Sept. 30 

                 Per Day
n Marina Boat Slip Rates             Park   Non-
Boat Size     Seasonal Monthly Weekly  Guest Guest
20-foot and under      $695       $285     $95        $18    $25
21 to 29 foot              $750       $350   $110        $23    $30
30 foot and above      $975       $375   $150        $30    $35

n Edgewater Boat Rental Rates
  Daily    Half Day
14-Foot Fishing Boat               $75        $50
n Fees may be subject to change.

parking area improvements at Sunnyside Campground, Green 

Peter Dam and Thistle Creek boat ramp; widening and stabiliz-

ing of Quartzville Road, and adding bike lanes along the road.

Willamette National Forest parks – Last year we started 

taking group reservations for Fernview and Lost Prairie camp-

grounds, in addition to Longbow Organization Campground, 

which has long been a group rental facility. One small hurdle 

for those interested in Fernview is that the well at the camp-

ground appears to have failed, but people can still rent it as a 

dry camp. Next year, 2015, we plan to accept reservations for 

Yukwah Campground for the first time.

Waterloo Campground – One of our oldest campgrounds 

is getting an improved disc golf course as local players have 

donated time to upgrade the facility. They are putting in new 

concrete tee pads and they’re working on new signage as 

well. The Waterloo course is a challenging one, so we expect 

these improvements to make it more fun to play. 

Whether you are coming to Linn County to hike, fish, water 

ski, or just sit around the campfire, we hope your stay is relax-

ing and pleasurable.  While you’re here, please take advan-

tage of all the wonderful recreational opportunities and many 

friendly business services available in Linn County.

The Linn County Parks & Recreation staff hopes you and 

your family have a safe and enjoyable recreation season, and 

we hope you return again soon. 

Thanks for visiting with us! 

Welcome,  from page 2
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The fishing and floating opportunities on the wild waters 

of the North Santiam are the main attraction for visitors to this 

30-acre park. While camping or enjoying a picnic at John 

Neal, visitors can search for the park’s abundant wildlife on 

trails that wind through wetlands and beaver ponds. 

To visit, turn on John Neal Park Road in the city of Lyons. 

The campground is open from mid-April through mid-October 

and offers 40 campsites, potable water and restrooms.  Day 

use facilities include picnic sites, a playground, boat ramp, hik-

ing trails and a reservable picnic shelter.

n  For reservations call (541) 967-3917, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., weekdays 
only, at least four days prior to your intended reservation date. 
Reservations may also be made on-line at www.linnparks.com.
n Overnight Fees              Regular          Seniors

Reservation                     $12        $12
Reserve Change Fee        $5                    $5 
Camping                      $24         $19
Group reservation fee        $50
Group camping           $200/night

n Day Use Fees
Group shelter        $100
Security deposit (refundable)     $100

Fees may be subject to change.

John Neal

Memorial Park
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RV Dump Facilities
Three Linn County campgrounds offer dump stations to 
campers staying at those parks.  

Dump stations are limited to campers registered at the park 
due to state and local environmental regulations.

n Sunnyside Campground (page 4) features 132 sites with 
water and electrical hookups and 33 non-hookup sites.
n Waterloo County Park (page 6) is open year-round and of-
fers 100 sites with electrical and water hookups and 20 non-
hookup sites.
n River Bend County Park (page 18) offers 73 sites with water 
and electrical hookups, and 10 non-hookup sites.

Area dump stations open to the public include:
n Sweet Home RV Center, 4691 Hwy. 20, Sweet Home 
(541) 367-4293.
n Gill’s Landing RV Park, 1400 Grant St. East, Lebanon (541) 
258-4917
n Knox Butte RV Park, 125 Expo Parkway NE, Albany  
(541) 928-9033
n McKay Truck and RV Center, 6225 Old Salem Road NE, 
Albany (541) 928-3331
n First Stop Auto Repair,  1119 Commercial Way SE, Albany 
(541) 967-8709  
n Fishermen’s Bend Recreation Site, 27300 N. Santiam Hwy., 
Mill City (503) 897-2406

Following are rules and regulations designed to make your 
and other visitors’ stay in our park facilities enjoyable. Violations 
of these and other rules, which are stated more completely in Linn 

1.  You must pay the required fee(s) to camp. Your daily camp 
permit is valid from the time of purchase until 2 p.m. You must 
purchase a daily camp permit for each day that an overnight camp 
site is occupied. You must have a proper permit for each motor 
vehicle used or kept on an overnight camp site. Senior citizen’s 
discounts are available to campers when at least 50 percent of 
the occupants on a site are age 62 or older.

2.  Day use permits are valid from the time of purchase until 
the park closes on the day you purchase the permit.

3.  Pets are allowed only in a vehicle or on a leash. Horses 
or similar animals are not allowed except in areas designated for 
such purposes, or if you have written permission from the county 
parks director.

4. Do not operate radios, televisions, musical instruments 
and other noise-producing devices in such a way that others are 
disturbed.

Park Rules and Regulations
-

pecially designated for such purpose. You may use a portable 
gas, gasoline, charcoal, or oil camp stove if it is in proper working 

unattended.

similar devices except in areas designated for such activity. 
7. Do not tie anything to any tree or alter, deface, mutilate 

or destroy any trees, plants, trails, or any other park facility or 
structure. 

8. The maximum speed limit on all interior county park roads, 
drives, and parking lots is 15 miles per hour, unless otherwise 
posted.

9. Dispose of hand and dishwater only in the receptacles 
provided for that purpose. Do not dump human waste in these 
receptacles. Do not wash any clothing or other materials, or clean 

stream, spring, well or lake.

Campers enjoy the river on a summer day at Waterloo Park.
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n See Outdoors Learning, page 25

Sweet Home Ranger District offers a wide variety of 
hikes and other outdoor activities that feature great op-
portunities to experience and learn about the outdoors. 
Following is a list of those being offered during this year.  
Fees are charged for many of these activities, which are 
led by rangers and other experienced guides. For more 
information, times and fees, stop by the Sweet Home 
Ranger District Headquarters at 4331 Hwy 20 or contact 
the station at (541) 367-5168.

May 31 – Early Mountain Wildflowers, Late Lichens, 
and Mosses:  Tombstone Prairie and Hackleman Old Growth 

Grove. 2 miles. Easy. Fee. See the first flowers to appear once 

the snow melts, followed by a tour of other creatures that 

adorn the forest. Kids with adults welcome. 

June 6 – Santiam Wagon Road: Snow Creek to House 
Rock: 7 miles. Difficult. Fee. Explore what early travel was like 

in the forest on the historic toll road that once linked the Wil-

lamette Valley to eastern Oregon. Hike is mostly downhill. 

June 7 – Free Fishing Day and Derby: No fee.  Enjoy a 

family day at Roaring River Fish Hatchery in Scio. Transporta-

tion is not provided. 

June 7 or Oct. 4 – Survival in the Wilderness:  2-mile 

hike. Easy. Fee. If you live in Western Oregon, or visit here of-

ten, this class is for you. You will learn survival skills, including 

how to start a fire in Western Oregon in the snow and when 

it is raining. 

June 13 or Sept. 19 – Cascadia Cave Heritage Tour: 2½ 

miles. Easy.  Fee. Follow the historic footsteps of the Kalapuya 

Indians along the lower floodplains of the South Santiam River. 

The trail may be muddy so bring appropriate footwear. Family-

friendly hike. 

June 27 – Gordon Meadows Wildflowers: 2 miles. Mod-

erate. Fee. Enjoy a spectacular display of wildflowers, includ-

ing camas and elephant’s-head. Family-friendly hike. Expect 

wet feet. 

July 3 – Iron Mountain to Tombstone Pass Heritage 
Hike: 6 miles. Difficult – steep, rocky terrain. Fee. Explore the 

cultural history, wildflowers, panoramic views and geologic 

formations that surround these two landmarks. 

July 11 – Wildflowers on Browder Ridge: 4 miles. Dif-

ficult elevation gain. Fee. Enjoy wildflowers, panoramic views 

and geologic formations on a great out and back trail. Family-

friendly hike. 

July 25 – Friends of Fish Lake: 1 mile. Easy. Walk through 

the historic Fish Lake Site, exploring the legacy of Native 

Americans, Santiam Wagon Road Travelers and early 20th 

century Forest Service activities. 

July 26 – Echo Basin Wildflowers: 4 Miles. Moderate. 

Fee. Enjoy a great walk to a wildflower-filled basin. Family- 

friendly hike. 

Aug. 13 – CCC Alumni Potluck Picnic:  (Open to the 

public.) Free. Join us in celebrating the successes and stories 

of the CCC. This annual event is open to the public. Longbow 

Organization Camp – Program begins at 11 a.m. Please pre-

register with Sweet Home Ranger District Headquarters. 

Aug. 22 – South Pyramid Creek to Shedd Camp Shel-
ter: 7 miles. Difficult. Fee. Hike a historic forest service admin-

istrative trail used by packers and to supply lookouts back in 

the day and learn about how things used to get done. Close 

to the end you will cross the Middle Santiam River and see the 

old Shedd Camp Shelter. 

Aug. 29 – Berry Picking Bonanza – Location TBD by 
availability of berries: Easy half-mile hike in several locations. 

Fee. Learn about the berries that have sustained people and 

USFS hikes, adventures offer lots of learning opportunities
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wildlife in the Cascades for thousands of years. Includes tradi-

tional uses of berries and how to distinguish between edible 

and non-edible. Family friendly. 9 a.m. at Sweet Home Ranger 

District Headquarters.  

Sept. 5 – Lava Lake Meadow:  7 miles. Difficult. Fee. 

Take a trek to Lava Lake Meadow and learn about the prehis-

toric and historic cultural landscapes. Hike follows Lava Lake 

Wagon Road to old ranger station site and grazing camps. 

Sept. 12 – Creativity on the Edge of the Wild: 5 miles. 

Moderate. Fee. This approximately 2½-mile hike will descend 

into the Middle Santiam River at the historic Shedd Camp Shel-

ter. Nearby is one of the best swimming holes we know of! Bring 

a lunch and enough to keep you comfortable outside; you will 

be carrying your pack, so pack carefully. Bring art supplies. 

Sept. 27 – National Public Lands Day: Enjoy a fee-free 

day in Recreation Fee Areas on Willamette National Forest or 

volunteer on different projects being coordinated by various 

public land management agencies around the valley. 

Oct. 17 – Mushroom Hunt: Moderate. Wear rubber, Gor-

tex or other rain friendly boots. Fee. Gain experience identify-

ing edible and non-edible mushrooms on this hike. Climbing 

over large logs or navigating across rock is expected. Bucket 

or basket and small cutting knife also needed. (Please only 
register for one mushroom tour.)

Oct. 25 – Edible Mushroom Hike: Moderate. Wear rub-

ber, Gortex or other rain friendly boots. Fee. Cooking dem-

onstration at Longbow follows edible mushroom collecting.

Bucket or basket and cutting knife needed. 

Oct. 31 – Edible Mushroom Hunt: Location TBA. Mod-

erate. Wear rubber, Gortex or other rain friendly boots. Fee. 

A Halloween special cooking demonstration at Longbow fol-

lows edible mushroom collecting. Please bring your lunch, a 

bucket or basket and cutting knife. 

Dec. 6 – Swag and Wreath Making: Indoors at Sweet 

Home Ranger District. Fee. Learn to assemble holiday swags 

and wreathes from locally collected forest products, such as 

boughs, cones, and berries. 

Outdoors Learning, from page 24

Weekly Summer Activities Abound in Local Communities
n  Albany Saturday Farmers Market –  Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 4th & Ellsworth St, City Hall parking lot. 

n  Brownsville Farmers Market – Vacant lot at the corner of N. Main & Park St. Satrudays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (541) 868-4822 or 

www.gocfa.org.

n  Calapooia Croquet Court – Sundays, 2 p.m. to dark; Wednesdays, 6 p.m. to dark in Pioneer Park in Brownsville. Open 

to everyone, all equipment provided.  Contact Ron Fielder at sara@limo.net or (541) 466-5589.

n  Lebanon Concerts in the Park – 6-8 p.m. Tuesdays. Ralston Park, at Park and Oak streets, Lebanon. Free.  (541) 258-7164 

or www.lebanon-chamber.org. 

n  Lebanon Farmers Market – Thursdays, 3 to 7 p.m. Grant and Main streets.

n  Mondays at Monteith – 7-9 p.m. Monday evening concerts at Monteith Park, 489 Water St., Albany. Free. (541) 917-7777 

or www.cityofalbany.net.

n  Movies by Moonlight – Dusk on Fridays. Parking lot of Wyatt’s Eatery and Brew House, 211 First Ave., Downtown Albany. 

Free.  (541) 928-2469  or www.albanydowntown.com.

n  Music at Marks Ridge Winery, Friday evenings. 29255 Berlin Road, Sweet Home.  (541) 367-3292 or www.marksridge.com.

n  River Rhythms –  7-9 p.m. Thursday evening concerts at Monteith Park, 489 Water St., Albany. Free. (541) 917-7777 or 

www.cityofalbany.net.

n  Summer Sounds – 6:30 –8:30 p.m. Tuesdays. Riverfront Park Gazebo, Harrisburg.  Free. (541) 995-6655 or www.sum-

mersounds.info.

n  Sweet Home Farmers Market – Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Thriftway parking lot, 621 Main St.

Note: Most farmers markets run approximately May through November.
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n See Activities, page 29

Linn County offers great outdoors and much more!
Not only is Linn County blessed with a multitude of op-

portunities to enjoy the outdoors, there’s plenty of other 
fun for visitors, from the Mud Fest early in the year to the 
holiday lights and parades in December. We can’t list all 
the great options for you here, but you can find an events 
calendar by visiting trailstolinn.com and clicking on the 
“Events” button. Here are some examples of the great ac-
tivities you can enjoy here!
January 

– Oregon MidWinter Square Dance Festival – Linn 

County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany. 

503-465-9398 or 541-829-3800.

March 

– The Mud Fest – All-day four-wheel-drive festival that 

brings out the real off-roaders just outside Sweet Home. Usu-

ally early in March.  (541) 367-7547 or  www.themud.com

April

 – Oregon Scottish Heritage Festival – County Fair and 

Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany. (503) 378-0751.

May

– Harrisburg Area Museum Quilt Fair and Craft Show 
–  490 Smith St, Harrisburg. 

– Carriage Me Back Days – First weekend in May in 

Brownsville. The Town of Brownsville turns back the calen-

dar, dressing in period clothes, offering horse-drawn car-

riage rides, and providing old-time entertainment. The event 

includes live re-enactments of the year being portrayed. 101 

Park Ave, Brownsville. (541) 466-3390 or historicbrownsville.

com. 

–  Detroit Lake Fishing Derby – Three-day event in mid-

May at Detroit Lake. (503) 854-3696. 

– Linn County Lamb and Wool Fair and Northwest 

One of the first events of the year, the Mud Fest brings 
four-wheeler enthusiasts from all over the state and 
points beyond to East Linn County.
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n See Activities, page 30

Activities, from page 26

Champion Sheep Dog Trials – Mid-May. Parade, livestock 

and pet shows, car show, and much more. Scio Fairgrounds 

and vicinity. lambfair.org.

June

5-8 – Lebanon Strawberry Festival – Cheadle Lake 

Park, Hwy 20, Lebanon.  www.lebanonstrawberryfestival.info

7 – Free Fishing Day and Derby – Roaring River Fish 

Hatchery in ScioTransportation is not provided.Contact: Aman-

da Colton; arcolton@fs.fed.us or theSweet Home Ranger Dis-

trict @541-367-5168June

14 – Free Fishing Day at Foster Lake – for National Get 

Outdoors Day. 44450 N River Rd, Foster. 9:30-1:30

14 – Strawberry Century Bike Tour – Four different 

rides, beginning at Lebanon www.santiamspokes.org 

15 – North Albany Car, Truck, and Motorcycle Show – 

9 a.m. -3 p.m. Albany. 

20-23  –  Brownsville Pioneer Picnic – Oldest continu-

ing community festival in the state, held in June every year 

since 1887. Pioneer Park, Park Street, Brownsville. (541) 446-

5656 or www.historicbrownsville.com

28 – Sweet Home, Sweet Ride Charity Car Show – A 

fund-raiser for local youth programs, event includes car show, 

cruise, poker walk, food, music, and more. 880 22nd Ave, 

Sweet Home. Www.sweethomesweetride.com

July

4 – Oregon Trail Banjo Camp –  Noon banjo concert at 

VFW Hall, 580 Main St., Sweet Home, (541) 367-6186 or www.

sweethomechamber.org.

4 – Celebrate Freedom  – Fourth of July fireworks show. 

Monteith Park, 489 Water St. NW, Albany, (541) 926-2291 or 

www.albanyfirstassembly.org.

4 – Star-Spangled Celebration – Noon to 11 p.m. at 

Cheadle Lake Park on Highway 20 in Lebanon.  Live enter-

tainment, games, food and great fireworks.   (541) 258-7164 or 

www.starspangledcelebration.org.

4 – Brownsville Fourth of July Breakfast and Fire-
works – Brownsville Pioneer Park. www.historicbrownsville.

com or (541) 466-5709.

Brownsville’s Carriage Me Back celebration is one of many 
events that draw visitors to Linn County. 
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n Road and weather conditions ...................(800) 977-6368
n Fire Departments..........................................................911
n Police
    Linn County Sheriff’s Dept.............911 or  (541) 967-3911
    Sweet Home Police Dept..........................(541) 367-5181
    Lebanon Police Department........................................911 
n Lebanon Community Hospital
   525 N Santiam Hwy Lebanon
   From Sweet Home ....................................(541) 367-2616
   Emergency Dept. ......................................(541) 451-7115
n Poison Center ...........................................(800) 452-7165
n Dept. of Forestry
   4690 Hwy 20 Sweet Home .......................(541) 367-6108
n Dept. of Fish & Wildlife .............................(541) 757-4186
n Hunting and Fishing License
Bi-Mart, 2680 Santiam Hwy., Lebanon.........(541) 258-8040
Dan-Dee Sales, 610 Main St. Sweet Home..(541) 367-5544

n Cascade Cleaners and Laundry
1030 Long St., Sweet Home ........................(541) 367-5727
n Sweet Home Library
1101 13th Ave. Sweet Home ........................(541) 367-5007

Emergency Phone Numbers

Linn County Parks and Recreation manages 
29parks, recreation facilities and boat launches. 

Reservations are accepted for designated group-
use picnic and camping areas. Reservations for camp-
ing at Edgewater, Clear Lake, John Neal, River Bend, 
Sunnyside, Waterloo and Whitcomb Creek County 
Parks can be made at the Linn County Parks & Rec-
reation Web site: www.linnparks.com or by calling the 

through Friday, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
For further information, contact the Linn County 

Reservations & Information

Activities, from page 29

4 – Harrisburg Old-Fashioned Fourth of July Celebra-
tion –  (541) 998-6154 or  www.jch-chamber.org.

5 – Fireworks Over the Lake – Dusk at Detroit Lake. 

West of Kanes Marina. detroitlakeoregon.org.

11-12 – Sweet Home Sportsman’s Holiday – Includes 

Saturday morning parade, logging competitions, other events.  

(541) 367-6186 or www.sweethomechamber.org

13 – Spring Hill North Albany Car Show – 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Albany (541) 918-4014 

19 – Brownsville City-Wide Garage Sale – You’ll find 

treasures all over town, country bargains, and basement pric-

es.  (541) 466-5709 or  www.historicbrownsville.com.

16-19 – Linn County Fair – Monster trucks, music, an-

tique tractors and car show, bull riding and other country fair 

attractions. County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte 

Road, Albany or www.linncountyfair.com.

23 – Brownsville Stand By Me 25th Anniversary Cel-
ebration – In 1985 Brownsville was turned into the town of 

Castle Rock for the filming of the movie “Stand By Me.”  The 

celebration includes a car cruise-in, Hot Wheels races, a pie 

eating contest, a street dance and the movie itself, shown in 

Pioneer Park.  (541) 466-5709 or www.historicbrownsville.com.

August 

1-3 – The Oregon Jamboree – Three-day country music/

camping festival, featuring top stars and up-and-coming art-

ists. One of largest festivals in Oregon. Next to Sankey Park, 

n See Activities, page 31

Sweet Home. (541) 367-8800 or www.oregonjamboree.com.

1-3 – Sweet Home Arts & Crafts Festival – Sweet Home 

High School Gym, 1641 Long St., Sweet Home. (541) 367-6186

2 – Brownsville Antique Faire – Antique fair with deal-

ers and collector from throughout the Willamette Valley. 541-

223-3397.

10 – Covered Bridge Bike Tour  – Starts and ends at 

County Fair and Expo Center, 3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany.  

Choice of routes, up to eight or nine hours. (541) 207-7925 or 

www.mvbc.com.

15-17 – Willamette Country Music Festival – Three-day 

country music festival outside Brownsville. or www.willamette-



Linn County Parks And Visitors Guide | PAGE 31

Activities, from page 30

countrymusicfest.com.

22-24 – Wah Chang Northwest Art & Air Festival – 
Colorful hot air balloons, juried art show, air fair, live entertain-

ment, nightglow & fireworks. Timberlinn Park, 900 Price Road, 

Albany, (541) 917-7777 or  www.nwartandair.org. 

September 

6 – Antiques in the Streets – Historic Downtown, Alba-

ny. (541) 928-2469 or www.albanydowntown.com.

20 – Detroit Lake Cruise-In Classic Car Rally – Classic 

cars, motorcycles and boats from the ’30s through the ’70s.or 

www.detroitlakeoregon.org. 10 am – 3 pm.

20 – Linn County Flea Market – Albany’s largest antique 

show and flea market. 541-619-5708. 7:30 am – 2:30 pm

20 – 50’s in the Fall Car & Motorcycle Show – Old Mid-

dle School Grounds, Santiam Hwy., Lebanon, (541) 928-6855 

or www.rollinoldies.org.

October 

– Antique Apple Orchard Cider Pressing – Date usually 

depends on the weather,  but generally at the beginning of 

October. Antique Apple Orchard, 28095 Santiam Hwy., Sweet 

Home, (541) 367-4840.  

– Historic Carousel and Museum Carved Pumpkin 

Contest – (541) 791-3340 or  www.albanyvisitors.com.

November

11 – Veterans Day Parade – Largest Veteran’s Day pa-

rade west of the Mississippi.  Historic Downtown Albany, (541) 

974-1619.   

December 

– Christmas Seasonal Celebrations range from the 

Singing Christmas Tree in Sweet Home on the first weekend 

of December, (541-367-6186/www.sweethomechamber.com),  

to Harrisburg’s Parade of Lights (541-998-6154 or www.

jch-chamber.org) to Lebanon’s Holidays in the Park (541-

258-7164 or www.lebanon-chamber.org)  to various Albany 
events, such as the Community Tree Lighting and Whitespires 

Christmas Eve Sing-Along (541-928-2469 or or www.albany-

downtown.com.)

Albany’s Veterans Day Parade is the largest west of the 
Mississippi, a massive display of patriotism.
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Linn County Parks Day Use Areas
Lewis Creek County Park

Located on Foster Reservoir, this 40-acre park, left, is 

a haven on holidays for swimmers and those who enjoy 

a relaxing picnic. 

With its boarding floats, moorage, picnic areas and 

beach area, water skiers and boaters find Lewis Creek to 

be the ideal spot for a day out on the lake. 

You can reach the park by turning off Highway 20 

three miles east of Sweet Home onto Quartzville Road. 

Go approximately a mile and turn left on North River Drive, 

which leads to the park. Lewis Creek Park is open from 

mid-May through September. 

An entrance fee is charged from Memorial Day week-

end through Labor Day weekend. 

McKercher Park
The many little plunge pools of the Calapooia River, 

five miles northeast of Brownsville on Highway 228, are 

a prime attraction for swimmers and visitors to this pictur-

esque area.

McDowell Creek Park
Visitors to the crystal-clear waters of McDowell 

Creek, right, will be rewarded with the beautiful vistas of 

Royal Terrace and Majestic Falls from the bridges and 

viewing decks along the trails of this lush, green park. 

To find the park’s three miles of hiking trails, turn off 

Highway 20 onto Fairview Road, approximately six miles 

east of Lebanon. Follow Fairview Road for a mile to Mc-

Dowell Creek Road, which leads to the park. 

Roaring River County Park
The cool waters of the Roaring River ramble 

through this 28-acre park, providing an inviting at-

mosphere for anglers and picnic-lovers.  In addi-

tion to its open spaces, the park offers three large 

group picnic shelters (which can be reserved), hik-

ing trails and a fishing pond. 

To reach Roaring River, follow Highway 226 to 

Fish Hatchery Drive, which leads to the park.

Linn County Historical Museum
The Museum and the 19th-century Italianate 

Moyer House in Brownsville, left, allow visitors a 

glimpse into the life of early settlers in Linn County. 

Both are open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 

through Saturday and from 1 to 5 p.m. Sundays dur-

ing summer season. For information or to schedule 

tours, call (541) 466-3390.


